
Joint Juvenile Justice Council of Iroquois County 
Meeting Minutes 

 

March 6, 2026 

 
 

I.​ WELCOME 
The Juvenile Justice Council of Iroquois County held a meeting on Friday, March 6, 2026. The 
meeting commenced from 10:00 a.m. - Noon in the EMA room at the Iroquois County 
Courthouse in Watseka.  Coalition members and potential members were invited by email, 
social media, and website to attend this meeting either in person or via Zoom.  The email invite 
included a Zoom link. 
 
In-person guests were given a meeting agenda and reminded to sign-in.  Barb King, JJC Chair, 
welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Verbal introductions were heard from both those attending 
in person and virtually.   
 
Members present at the meeting were: 

●​ Barb King -  Iroquois County Probation Department, Iroquois County Juvenile Justice 
Council Chairperson 

●​ Jenni McTaggart - Iroquois County State’s Attorney Office, JJC Prevention 
Coordinator/Educator 

●​ Sarah Pree - Iroquois County State’s Attorney Office, JJC Communication Campaign 
and YPE Coordinator 

●​ Taylor - Harbor House Community Outreach Director 
●​ Clint Perzee - Iroquois County Sheriff 
●​ Liz Gibson - Birth to Five Illinois Regional Council Manager 
●​ Charles Cox - Illinois National Guard  
●​ Jacob Mozingo - Illinois National Guard 
●​ Lori Mollema - Iroquois -Kankakee Regional Office of Education/Pledge for Life 

Partnership - Life Education Center Director 
●​ Robin Allen - Iroquois County Public Health Department Director 
●​ Taylor Roche - Iroquois County Public Health Department Health Educator 
●​ Kate Mueller - Iroquois County Public Health Department Environmental Health Director 
●​ Kathy Brady-McVay - Iroquois County East Central IL Community Action Agency Family 

and Community Development Specialist 
●​ Stacey Smith - Iroquois County Broadcasting Company WGFA/The Buckle General 

Manager 
●​ Vickie Love - Iroquois Mental Health Center Certified Recovery Support Specialist Case 

Manager 
●​ Valerie Melendez - Iroquois Mental Health Center Wellness Coordinator 
●​ Devin Childs - Child Network Volunteer Training Coordinator   

 



II.​ JJC INFORMATION/GRANT UPDATES 
A.​ IL MAR Update 

Sheriff Perzee reported that he is working with Vickie Love to get the MAR program 
started with 1-4 Iroquois County Jail inmates in the recovery program.  These inmates 
will be starting the STARR (Sheriff’s Treatment and Recovery/Reentry) program to help 
build tools (obtaining copy of birth certificate, license, job, etc.) while in jail so they can 
use these tools to stay off drugs once out of jail.  He shared that he had recently 
reacquainted with a success story from three years ago and that this individual serves as 
a testament to what you can do if you put your mind to it.  He noted that they often take 
inmates to Branden House so that they can receive the help they need for a better future 
instead of being housed in jail. 
 

B.​ 501c3 Application & Other Funding Opportunities 
The JJC Chairperson, Barb King, reported that she spoke with Iroquois County 
Treasurer Kurt Albers about the JJC applying for 501c3 status in order to be able to write 
for local grants to keep prevention efforts growing in Iroquois County.  Albers suggested 
leaving JJC money as county money.  Possible future DFC money could go there as 
well.  JJC/TIP the Scale could complete the EZ 501c3 application form if we bring in less 
than $50,000 a year and set up a board.  King stressed that this classification would help 
the JJC ensure our programming stays at the same quality level. 
 
King also stated that she is looking for a group of members to serve on a budget 
committee to ensure transparency of the spending of received funding.  Vickie Love 
stated she could possibly volunteer and Stacey Smith offered to provide input.  Any 
member wishing to take part should contact King.  

  
McTaggart shared that Robinson Chiropractic of Watseka had once again chosen the 
TIP the Scale campaign as the local community organization that they support this past 
December. As Robinson’s Chiropractic December special, new patients receive a 
consult, exam and X-rays for only $65 with $20 proceeds benefitting our campaign.  
Proceeds from the December 2024 special ($720) enabled the JJC to host their Teen 
Mental Health PSA Contest this past spring.  We are awaiting to hear the amount that 
Robinson Chiropractic will donate from the December 2025 special. 

 
 

III.  YOUTH PREVENTION EDUCATION UPDATES 
A.​ Too Good for Drugs 

Pree stated that the Too Good for Drugs (TGFD) youth prevention education 
programming is being taught in: 7th grade at Cissna Park Junior High School and Milford 
Grade School; 8th grade at Cissna Park Junior High School, Milford Grade School, and 
St. John’s Lutheran School; and High School at Donovan HS and Milford HS.  Pree 
reminded members that the TGFD program is being implemented by trained teachers in 
each school.  She shared that she had just checked in with educators earlier that week 



and the lessons have been going well.  These educators will once again be given a $30 
Amazon gift card as a thank you for teaching this important curriculum.  
 

B.​ Life Education Center Programming 
McTaggart reported that the JJC is continuing to partner with the Iroquois-Kankakee 
Regional Office of Education and the Pledge for Life Partnership to bring Life Education 
Center (LEC) youth prevention education to K-6th grade students throughout Iroquois 
County for the 2025-2026 school year. She shared that she had just finished teaching 
lessons at Glenn Raymond Grade School.  Watseka Junior High School is the last 
school that she will visit starting March 16th.  McTaggart will be meeting with Lori 
Mollema (LEC Director) and other LEC educators next week to discuss updates for the 
next school year. 

 
IV. COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN UPDATES 

A.​ Meaningful Moments Campaign 
McTaggart stated that the JJC has partnered with I-KAN and the PfL once again in a 
state-wide parent communication campaign focused on reducing underage alcohol use 
called Meaningful Moments. She directed members’ attention to the slide containing 
recent campaign materials.  Since our last meeting, the JJC helped to deliver posters in 
January and March to junior and senior high schools and community buildings 
throughout the county and mail postcards in February to the parents of all 8th-12th grade 
Iroquois County students.  She also noted that schools are sending out newsletters to 
these parents at different times as well.  She commented that schools look forward to 
receiving these materials and the JJC is thankful for the work of Iroquois County 
probation public service workers for attaching stamps to the postcards and JJC Student 
Ambassador Hudson McTaggart for affixing the address labels to the postcards. 
 

B.​ WGFA Bonus Spots 
Pree expressed sincere gratitude to Stacey Smith at WGFA/The Buckle Radio Station for 
donating air time on both WGFA and The Buckle Radio while the JJC is operating with 
reduced funding. Throughout the months of December, January, and February, a total of 
96 spots have aired on 94.1 WGFA and 80 spots on 96.9 The Buckle to spread our 
important messaging at no expense to the JJC.  We are hoping to receive additional 
funding in the near future in order to increase our radio presence.  
 

C.​ TIP the Scale Tuesday Celebrities on Facebook and WGFA/The Buckle 
Pree reminded members how successful our TIP the Scale Tuesday Celebrity Facebook 
posts have been in reaching more of the county’s population and spreading our 
prevention messaging. To date, we have featured over 250 celebrities for their efforts in 
our community.  These local celebrities share a TIP (or advice) with area families. Some 
of the individuals that we have recently featured include: Brian Chaney (IFSB and 
Kiwanis), Rachel Parsons (ISEA), Alexia (HH), Holli Steinhart (Central HS), Randy and 
Rhonda Kollman (farmer and retired teacher), Stacy Connor (IW Music Booster Club), 



and Kathy Manahan (ICC/OLG CCW).  A slide showing these individuals’ Facebook 
posts were shared. 

 
These celebrity TIPs are also posted on our TIPtheScale.org website.  Many of our 
featured celebrities have recorded their TIPs to be played as PSA’s on WGFA/The 
Buckle in the past. As stated earlier, as funding becomes available, we hope to continue 
this initiative.  She shared that our celebrity posts are currently scheduled through 
mid-May.  Pree reminded those in attendance that we welcome name suggestions for 
potential future celebrities.  She noted that she was adding new meeting attendees to 
our list of possible future celebrities, as well as IMHC’s therapy dogs Moe and Tank.   
 

D.​ Student Spotlight Feature 
Pree reminded members that this school year we are honoring junior and senior high 
school students who have been nominated by their principals for making good choices 
and having a positive impact on their school/community through our Student Spotlight 
initiative. Each Wednesday we feature one of these students on both TIP the Scale’s 
Facebook page and website. We are currently in the process of honoring the second 
nomination of each participating school. 
 
Recognized students each receive an award certificate, as well as donated gift 
certificates and promotional items donated by local businesses and partnering agencies.  
WGFA’s Carl Gerodvich has been mentioning each of our honored students during his 
broadcast as well.  The logos of these participating businesses and agencies were 
added to the graphic accompanying each Student Spotlight post.  Pree noted how fun it 
has been to highlight and celebrate students for their exemplary character, citizenship 
and positive attitude.  The JJC plans to continue this initiative next year. 
 

E.​ Article in Iroquois County Times-Republic 
McTaggart stated that Kim Rabe, who is both a reporter for the Iroquois County 
Times-Republic newspaper and the person in charge of Crescent City Grade School’s 
yearbook, visited Crescent City Grade School while McTaggart was there teaching Life 
Education Center lessons. Rabe wrote a great article which was published on December 
25th to increase awareness about the JJC and its many initiatives, including its 
partnership with I-KAN’s LEC.  The article noted that although funding isn’t set for these 
wonderful initiatives, they are worthwhile programs and anyone who thinks they can help 
should reach out. 
 

F.​ Harbor House Anti-Bullying Event Collaboration 
Pree directed members’ attention to Taylor at Harbor House for this discussion. Taylor 
told members that Harbor House once again collaborated with the JJC and the Iroquois 
County Sheriff’s Department to bring an anti-bullying event to Iroquois County youth in 
the 6th-12th grades for Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. This event replaced the 
former “Bowling Against Bullying” initiative, as Lucky Lanes in Iroquois is no longer open 
for business. This year’s event included a Movie Night at the Onarga Theater on 



February 15 (Sunday) with free admission, pop and popcorn for each participant. The 
movie “Elemental” was shown.  Approximately 40-45 teens were in attendance. Upon 
entrance, each received a raffle ticket for a chance to win one of three prizes at the end 
of the event.  Prizes included: a mini karaoke machine and Owala water bottle (donated 
by Harbor House) and a movie prize package including an Onarga Theater gift card, 
candy, and stuffed JJC mascot (donated by the JJC).  Teens learned about emotions 
and engaged in healthy activities, such as the limbo, Bozo buckets, and a Spin the 
Wheel Trivia activity.  Students taking part in the trivia wheel answered questions about 
bullying, peer pressure, healthy/unhealthy relationships, and substance use and 
received additional raffle prize tickets.  At the end of the evening, students were given 
the following: a HH pencil bag and stickers; JJC pen, sticker, and Movie Trivia handout 
tying in anti-bullying and TDVAM messaging; and a badge sticker and color changing 
pencil from the Sheriff’s Department.  Taylor shared that HH appreciated getting 
exposure and the chance to connect with kids outside of Watseka. 
 

G.​ IW Playbill Ad 
McTaggart shared that prior to losing our federal grant funding, the JJC always 
advertised in playbills, yearbooks, and sports program ads, as well as at ball diamonds. 
Unfortunately, such advertising is not in our current budget.  However, Iroquois West had 
saved the coveted back page of their playbill for our full color ad and reached out at the 
last minute before print.  They gave us a reduced price because they know that the work 
we do is important.  Thus, we quickly put together an ad that incorporated the play’s 
Cinderella theme to our messaging and mascot Ollie the Owl.  Pree shared that the TIP 
the Scale campaign has been utilizing AI (the free version of ChatGPT) to easily create 
images of our mascot as various characters in numerous poses.  Pree noted that doing 
so has enabled the JJC to create campaign materials much faster and cheaper. 

   
H.​ Toilet Times 

Pree informed members that the spring edition of the Toilet Times focuses on making 
smart choices this spring season.  It also features a TOP 10 LIST of reasons teens 
should NOT vape, using colorful graphics designed to capture students’ attention and 
encourage them to explore each image and read the accompanying explanation.  As 
usual the QR code linking to our Recovery Resource page can be found at the bottom of 
the bathroom reader. She thanked all TIP communication campaign members who had 
given feedback through email on the Toilet Times’ draft.  A printed copy as well as a slide 
containing a photo of the draft were shared for additional member input.  The Toilet 
Times will be printed, laminated and distributed to hang in all junior/senior high school 
bathrooms and youth centers across the county, as well as at the Iroquois County 
Courthouse, Iroquois Mental Health Center, etc. in conjunction with the start of spring.  
  
Ideas for the upcoming Fall issue of the Toilet Times were discussed.  Possible topics 
shared included: focusing on the financial impact of vaping (comparing vaping to flushing 
money down the toilet to damage your health and stressing that if you do not waste your 
money on vaping over the years, you might be able to save enough to purchase a car or 



another large-scale, coveted item), touching on long-term effects of drug use even if a 
person gains sobriety later in life, and addressing how substances can affect the brain 
(mental health/suicide).  King mentioned that Dr. Crystal Collier has given some great 
webinars that teach parents and students the effects of substances on the brain and how 
to protect neurodevelopment. A suggestion was made to create a Toilet Times 
publication (“Toilet Times After Hours”) that is directed at educating adults in the 
community, as many do not fully understand all of the risks.    
 
Pree shared a slide showing recent advertisements for new products that have made 
vaping even more attractive and detection even more difficult.  These products provide 
stylish ways for users (many of which are teens) to either conceal their vape itself or to 
vape in public without producing a cloud.  Also on the market now are dissolving nicotine 
strips (similar to Listerine strips) that provide discreet nicotine use.  Unfortunately these 
nicotine strips are being marketed as healthy nicotine for on the go in a variety of flavors. 
 

I.​ Facebook Ads 
Pree shared that the JJC has budgeted to continue advertising on Facebook.  In April, 
they will release an Alcohol Awareness Month ad reminding parents that their voices 
matter more than they realize and that they need their teens to know they disapprove of 
underage drinking, care about their teens’ safety, and are paying attention.  In late April 
and early May, the JJC will run an ad that provides a Prom Safety To Do List for Parents.  
Then, later in May, our Graduation ad will encourage parents to combine warmth, clarity 
and preparedness to help their teens make safe choices.  Paper copies of the ads were 
passed around to those attending in person and photos of the ads were shown on a 
slide for those attending remotely.  Each of these ads will be boosted for $25.  
 

J.​ WACC Connections Newsletter Ad 
Pree stated that the JJC’s yearly membership in the Watseka Area Chamber of 
Commerce includes 4 free quarterly ads in their Connections Newsletter that is emailed 
out to all chamber members.  Our January ad explained and promoted the TIP the Scale 
Tuesday Celebrity Feature on the JJC’s Facebook page. It also encouraged people to 
nominate someone who they deem deserving of the local celebrity status. Our April ad 
will be the same Alcohol Awareness Month ad that we are boosting on Facebook. 

 
K.​ Website 

Pree reminded members that the JJC’s TIPtheScale.org website was recently upgraded 
and moved to the Weebly platform.  It is regularly updated with news, meeting notices 
and minutes, TIP Tuesday Celebrities, Student Spotlight honorees, campaign materials, 
etc.  
 

V.  YOUTH GROUPS/ACTIVITIES  
A.​ WACC Business Education Partnership and You Program 

Pree explained to members in attendance that the JJC had been partnered with Mrs. 
Thomas’ 1st Grade Class at Glenn Raymond School for the Watseka Area Chamber of 

http://tipthescale.org


Commerce’s Business Education Partnership and You Program this year.  She said that 
the JJC staff had been going into this classroom the 2nd Thursday of every month from 
1:20-2:00 p.m. and will continue to do so until the end of this school year. Mrs. Thomas 
had asked the JJC to focus on Social Emotional Learning which pairs well with the JJC’s 
initiatives of encouraging youth to make healthy choices and choose good coping 
strategies. 
 
Pree stated that our January classroom visit centered on using relaxing coping strategies 
to calm bodies and manage emotions.  Students practiced breathing exercises (Belly 
Breathing and Five Finger Breathing), tensing and relaxing muscles (stress ball 
squeezing, Turtle Time, Freeze & Melt, and Feelings Buddy), taking a quiet break, and 
imagining a calm place. Students were sent home with a list of relaxing coping strategies 
to practice with their families.   
 
The JJC’s February classroom visit introduced the students to social coping strategies, 
which focus on seeking support and connection with trusted people. The class learned 
that talking with safe adults, spending positive time together, and showing kindness to 
others can help make overwhelming feelings feel more manageable.  Students created a 
valentine (featuring the JJC’s mascot Ollie the Owl) giving them an opportunity to 
practice building connections and sharing positive feelings.  Students also strengthened 
these skills through a partner activity called Roots & Wings, which promotes 
connection, listening and thoughtful sharing.  Students were sent home with a Roots & 
Wings card game and a list of social coping strategies to help families continue to build 
connection, communication, and emotional support. 
 
The JJC’s next classroom visit is scheduled for March 12th and will be based on coping 
strategies that shift your mindset. 
 

B.​ Teen Mental Health PSA Contest 
McTaggart shared that the JJC’s Annual Teen Mental Health PSA Contest has begun.  
She stated that this is the JJC’s third year to host this contest.  She reminded members 
that this contest encourages 6th-12th grade students to create a written 30 second PSA 
(Public Service Announcement) centered on Teen Mental Health.  These messages 
should promote mental health awareness, encourage positive choices, and inspire teens 
to connect with others and seek help if needed.  One winner from each junior high 
school and each senior high school in Iroquois County will be chosen.  Winning PSAs 
will air on WGFA and The Buckle in May during Mental Health Awareness Month.  The 
deadline to enter the contest is April 3rd at 11:59 p.m. 
 
McTaggart shared that they have already received positive feedback from teachers that 
their classes are excited to participate and are currently working on their submissions. 
She stressed that this initiative achieves getting teens to teach their peers, helping to 
break the stigma, and promoting healthy coping strategies to move forward with good 
mental health.  McTaggart encouraged members to help promote the contest. 



 
Last year’s Teen Mental Health PSA Contest prizes included: frosted sugar cookies 
decorated with the contest's name and a JJC pen and bracelet for all students and 
teachers who took part.  Ten dollar restaurant gift cards (from various establishments 
depending on where winners lived) were also awarded to each of last year’s winners.  
Possible prizes were discussed for this year’s contest.  A suggestion was made to again 
award all participants the frosted sugar cookies personalized in a way that ties into the 
contest.  Final prize decisions will be made once we confirm the number of participating 
students and teachers, allowing us to determine the total required. 
  

C.​ Iroquois County Prom Dates 
Pree shared that she had contacted all Iroquois County high schools to find out the 
dates of their upcoming prom celebrations.  Central High School, Donovan High School, 
and Watseka High School will hold prom on April 25th.  Cissna Park High School, 
Iroquois West High School, and Milford High School will host prom on May 2nd.  Pree 
noted that these dates have been shared with the Iroquois County Sheriff’s Department 
and I-KAN’s Life Education Center. 
 

D.​ Prom/Alcohol Awareness Month Ideas to Carry Out at High Schools 
Pree explained to the coalition that in the past, the JJC has implemented the following 
activities in April in high schools in Iroquois County for Prom/Alcohol Awareness 
Month/Distracted Driving Awareness Month: Lunchtime Trivia Games and Prizes, 
Postcard & Promotional Item, and Table Toppers (which were tried during RRW in junior 
high schools this fall). She stated that the JJC is still seeking cost-effective suggestions 
on what activities could be implemented this year without spending money. Members 
can email Barb King with their ideas or Sarah directly at spree@co.iroquois.il.us. 
 

E.​ Iroquois County Graduation Dates 
Pree shared the following graduation dates with JJC members: 

●​ May 15th - Cissna Park HS, Donovan HS, and Milford HS 
●​ May 16th - IWHS 
●​ May 20th - St. Paul Lutheran School (8th grade) 
●​ May 21st - St. John Lutheran School (8th grade) 
●​ May 22nd - Central HS and Watseka HS 
●​ May 27th - Christ Lutheran HS 

TIP fans will once again be distributed for use at these graduation ceremonies to remind 
families to safely celebrate this milestone. 

 
VI.  OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

A.​ Iroquois County Public Health Department’s Tobacco/Vape-Free Outdoor Space 
Grant 
Kate Mueller (Iroquois County Public Health Department Director of Environmental 
Health) stated that ICPHD had received a grant to increase the number of 
tobacco/vape-free outdoor spaces in Iroquois County.  They are hoping to target parks 
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and youth athletic fields, but are open to other suggestions.  Part of this grant requires 
forming a coalition and gathering community input.  She is hoping to partner with the JJC 
and others on this initiative.  McTaggart shared that the JJC had reached out to all area 
parks and youth athletic fields in 2024 and 2025 about displaying signs created by the 
JJC thanking park visitors for not vaping/smoking in these areas because young lungs 
were at play.  McTaggart stated that she would share the contact information she had 
used with Mueller.  McTaggart also noted that the JJC’s fair contest last summer was 
based on this initiative and fairgoers were asked to guess which area parks were 
pictured displaying our signs.  King will email ICPHD’s community survey to get coalition 
members’ input. 
 

B.​ 2026 Illinois Youth Survey 
McTaggart directed members to the attention of I-KAN’s Lori Mollema for an update 
regarding the Illinois Youth Survey (through the U of I’s CPRD).  The IYS takes place 
every other year and is taken by 8th, 10th, and 12th graders.  (This is a self-report 
survey designed to gather information about a variety of health and social indicators 
including substance use and perceptions, bullying, school climate, nutrition and physical 
activity.)  She explained that I-KAN helps the schools to get signed up for the survey and 
helps to facilitate if needed. She said that since the survey is completely done online 
now, her job is mainly to encourage schools to sign up in a timely fashion and assist with 
any questions or communication. 
 
IYS results help to identify needs and promote student health by providing school, 
county-wide and state data.  Participation is crucial, as the results are an instrument 
used by many Iroquois County agencies to secure grants.  Testing is underway or 
completed for most schools.  While a few have registered but not yet set dates, one 
large high school remains unresponsive regarding registration.  McTaggart offered to 
assist in reaching out to the schools who have not yet scheduled a date to take the 
important survey. 
 

C.​ Hidden in Plain Threat Trailer 
Cox and Mozingo reminded JJC members that the Illinois National Guard Counterdrug 
Task Force now has a “Hidden in Plain Threat” program with a trailer and an enormous 
inflatable obstacle course spanning 75 feet available at no cost to coalitions. The 
obstacle course is to engage youth while the parents are exploring the “Hidden in Plain 
Threat” program. This program is intended for parents and other adults who care for 
youth, including school professionals, coaches, nurses, physicians and scout leaders. 
This exhibit provides participants an opportunity to explore a mock teen’s bedroom to 
explain various trends of teen substance use, signs, symptoms and lingo in an effort to 
raise awareness about substance use disorders. The event also provides resources and 
tools for parents and community members to identify further prevention tips, treatment 
options and recovery services.  
 



Pictures of the program and the obstacle course from its use at the Boone County Fair 
were shared.  Cox noted that the trailer containing the mock bedroom is not 
air-conditioned.  He shared that the National Guard is experiencing some of the same 
federal government funding issues and is working out the details of the exhibit.  He 
offered to assist the JJC in applying for its use during the Iroquois County Fair (July 
14-19).  The coalition discussed that the first and last days of the fair are not 
well-attended, thus we should focus on getting the trailer between Wednesday and 
Saturday (July 15-18).  McTaggart will reach out to the Fair Board to find out where/when 
the exhibit could be set up and if it can be included in the fair’s advertisements and 
calendar of events. 
 

D.​ New Ideas? 
Pree encouraged members to share any ideas they have for new initiatives or to improve 
those initiatives already underway by reaching out to JJC Chair King or herself. 
(spree@co.iroquois.il.us)   
 

VII.  AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A.​ Iroquois County Sheriff’s Department (Sheriff Clint Perzee) - Sheriff Perzee reminded 

those in attendance that his office had competed in the Roth ID Tag Contest and won 4th 
place and a total of $5,000 worth of tags.  He shared that they now offer a new tag which 
attaches to a seatbelt which could be especially helpful with identifying both kids and 
elderly adults.  He was able to use his winnings to order 200 carseat tags and 351 
seatbelt tags.  He thanked the community for helping to promote the competition and 
voting for their department. 

 
B.​ Iroquois Mental Health Center (Valerie Melendez and Vickie Love) - Melendez 

reported that IMHC continues to be busy.  
●​ In February IMHC partnered with the Watseka Library and Harbor House for a 

Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month event and attended both Iroquois West 
High School’s Career Day and the Lyons Health Fair. 

●​ IMHC is hosting the Watseka Chamber of Business After Hours on April 1st from 
5:30-7:00 p.m.  Everyone is invited to attend for food, tours and IMHC updates. 

●​ IMHC has a tentative date of May 30th set for a First Responder and Veteran 
Wellness Event. 

●​ IMHC is growing the Child and Adolescent side of their business.  Five therapists 
have attended the state-required 0-5 training to see clients in that age range.  
They are hiring a Director of Child and Adolescent Services, as well as adding 
therapists to their Watseka location. 

●​ Ashley Laurent from Iroquois County Workforce Development put IMHC in 
contact with a state grant for professional development.  Their team has taken 
advantage of nearly $20,000 in training, including 9 staff attending trauma 
training, CPT training for individuals with PTSD, marketing and social media 
management, and internal family system training. 
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●​ Their Watseka Substance Use Recovery Team includes Director Barry Lee, 
Intern Kathy Richards, and incoming Intern Madelynn.  They have a new LCSW 
starting next Friday who has an interest in SUD services as well. 

●​ IMHC’s two certified therapy dogs Moe (who lives and travels with Valerie) and 
Tank (who is the Watseka office therapy dog) are beginning to have more of a 
presence in the community.  They are both available for crises.  

 
C.​ National Guard (Chas Cox) - Chase will be completing training for Drug Command in 

May and then will be gone the first few weeks in June.  
 

D.​ Iroquois County Public Health Department (Taylor Roche) - Roche announced that 
ICPHD will be hosting an After Hours Clinic on Saturday, March 14th from 8:00-10:00 
a.m.  They will offer vaccinations and share information about Iroquois County services.  
ICPHD will hold another Safe Sitter Class for 6th-8th grade students on March 24th and 
25th from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Taylor also stated that ICPHD continues to offer Narcan 
training that can be tailored for an organization’s needs.  Narcan can be picked up there 
as well. 

 
E.​ Harbor House (Taylor) - Taylor shared details about the busy month they had in 

February raising awareness about Teen Dating Violence.  In addition to hosting the free 
Teen Movie Night with the JJC, they also partnered with the Watseka Public Library and 
Iroquois Mental Health Center to hold a successful K-Pop event for 13-18 year olds that 
included the presence of one of IMHC’s therapy dogs.  HH also held a Sticker Design 
Contest for teens for TDVAM.  Her co-worker Stephanie completed an astonishing 42 
classroom presentations (not counting adult presentations).  Taylor also shared 
information about some of Harbor House’s many upcoming events. 

●​ Spring 40-Hour Domestic Violence Training -  Participants in this training will 
complete 20 hours of virtual, self-paced modules in March and then attend 20 
hours of in-person sessions in April.  Applications are due now, so she 
encouraged anyone wishing to take part to reach out to her. 

●​ Little Spot of Emotions Workshop -  This fun event for 0-8 year olds will take 
place on March 17th from 5:00-6:00 p.m. at the Limestone Township Library. 

●​ Laugh for a Cause Fundraiser - Tickets are available for purchase for Harbor 
House’s Laugh for a Cause evening at Quality Inn in Bradley, featuring the 
renowned Second City on Saturday, March 21st.  Tickets are available at 
harborhousedv.org/laugh.   

●​ First Responders Appreciation Brunch - Kankakee & Iroquois County First 
Responders are invited to this complimentary brunch on March 24th at 8:30 a.m. 
at College Church in Bourbonnais to celebrate the life-saving services they 
provide.  RSVP at harborhousedv.org/events.  

●​ Safe Futures Child Welfare Conference -  This free conference focuses on 
strengthening our response to childhood trauma and will take place on April 9th 
and 10th from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at Kankakee Community College. To register, 
visit linktr.ee/SafeFuturesConference.  

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/tIBVCjR5lns2ZLnsgS0SmUmCs
http://harborhousedv.org/events
http://linktr.ee/SafeFuturesConference


​ More details on all of these events can be found on their website at 
harborhousedv.org/about/events/.  If anyone is interested in staying up to date with 
Harbor House’s happenings, they can subscribe to their newsletter at 
harborhousedv.org/community/newsletter/ 

 
F.​ Birth to Five Illinois (Liz Gibson) - Liz stated that Birth to Five is updating their 

publication with the top three strengths and gaps for Iroquois County, Kankakee County 
and the state.  They are updating their action plans and devising local solutions while 
their social media campaign continues to work to increase awareness for available 
mental and behavioral health resources and supports.They are still hoping to increase 
their support and presence in Iroquois County. 
 

G.​ WGFA/The Buckle (Stacey Smith) - Stacey excitedly shared that WGFA will celebrate 
its 65th year in September. She encouraged everyone to look for cool things to be 
happening this year as they mark the occasion.  She is sorting through older recordings 
and hoping that past employees will provide sound bytes for the celebration.  They 
greatly appreciate their listeners, advertisers and partners.  The radio station will host the 
WACC Business After Hours gathering in November. 
 

H.​ Child Network (Devon Childs) - Devin shared that Child Network works to help youth 
who have been neglected or abused.  He reminded all that April is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month and that soon we will be seeing blue kid-shaped lawn decorations set 
out to raise awareness.  Devin was recently hired to serve as a Volunteer Coordinator.  
He noted that CASA advocate volunteers are needed in Iroquois County and that they 
are currently taking applications and asking others to spread the word.  Devin stated that 
many in the area do not know who CASA is, as they have only been in the county for 7-8 
years.  They are hoping to have more of a presence here so that the community knows 
that they exist as a resource.  
     

I.​ Iroquois-Kankakee Regional Office of Education Life Educator Center (Lori 
Mollema) - Lori said that the LEC will be quite busy in April and May.  Through their SUP 
grant they will be partnering with the JJC to disperse posters, postcards, church bulletin 
ads, and graduation ads for the Meaningful Moments campaign.  Jenni McTaggart just 
finished delivering LEC clings to all the schools who received Life Education Center 
program lessons.  They plan to help host a wellness fest on May 16th at the Kankakee 
County Farmers Market that will focus on healthy choices all around.  They want their 
Youth Advisory Council to lead the event and create radio ads to help promote it.  On 
April 25th they will host a Drug Take-Back Day near the Walmart in Bourbonnais and the 
new Bricks and Minifigs store. 
 

J.​ Iroquois County East Central IL Community Action Agency (Kathy Brady-McVay) - 
Kathy shared that the East Central IL Community Action Agency serves Vermilion, Ford 
and Iroquois Counties.  She is a Family and Community Development Specialist for 
Iroquois County and is looking to partner with others, as she is the only person from her 

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/-f8kC82W59TlBV6IzCVSydL45
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/DVH5C9rG52FvrykfZFRSqDE7d


agency in Iroquois County.  Kathy passed around copies of VOCA (Voices of Community 
Action), a newsletter that details what they do. On May 28th, they will host a Walk-thru 
Health Fair at First Christian Church in Watseka.  They are encouraging agencies to set 
up tables at the event by May 22nd. 
 
Kathy also shared that they offer CSBG (Community Service Block Grants) for youth that 
can be extended to adults to help them go back to school, repair a car to transport their 
children to school, home repairs, etc.  This program is based on poverty level and is for 
families who receive public aid on the premise that education can get you out of the 
situation and to reduce recidivism.  They are taking applications until September 1st.  
Kathy will leave scholarship information with King. 
 
Lastly, Kathy stated that her agency has the funds to sponsor 11 children to attend the 
Watseka Park District’s Summer program.  She is hoping to triple the number of children 
they can help next year in order to keep kids learning, excited, and in a positive 
environment over the summer. 

 
IX.  MEETING ADJOURNED 
Barb King thanked all for taking part this morning.  The next meeting date will be June 26th, 
2026 from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the EMA Room in the basement of the Iroquois County 
Courthouse. She reminded members that both full JJC and committee meeting minutes will 
continue to be shared via email.  Full JJC meeting minutes are also posted on the 
TIPtheScale.org website.  
 
Meeting adjourned.   


