Joint Juvenile Justice Council of Iroquois County
Meeting Minutes

September 12, 2025

I. WELCOME
The Juvenile Justice Council of Iroquois County held a meeting on Friday, September 12, 2025.
The meeting commenced from 10:00 a.m. - Noon in the EMA/EOC room at the Iroquois County
Courthouse in Watseka. Coalition members and potential members were invited by email,
radio, social media, and website to attend this meeting either in person or via Zoom. The email
invite included a Zoom link.

In-person guests were given a meeting agenda and reminded to sign-in. Barb King, JJC Chair,
welcomed everyone to the meeting. Verbal introductions were heard from both those present at
the meeting and those attending virtually.

Members present at the meeting were:
e Barb King - lroquois County Probation Department, Iroquois County Juvenile Justice

Council Chairperson
e Jenni McTaggart - Iroquois County State’s Attorney Office, DFC Grant Project
Coordinator
e Sarah Pree - Iroquois County State’s Attorney Office, DFC Grant Communication
Campaign and YPE Coordinator
Taylor - Harbor House Outreach Advocate
Brittany - Harbor House Prevention Advocate
Clint Perzee - Iroquois County Sheriff
Liz Gibson - Birth to Five lllinois Regional Council Manager
Suzanne Berrones - Birth to Five Administrative Support for Region 32
Jed Whitlow - Iroquois County Opioid Coalition Co-Chair, Iroquois County Board
Member, Retired Police Officer
Mary Kay Lavicka - Iroquois Memorial Hospital Community Outreach Director
Kira Ebert - State Representative Jason Bunting’s Chief of Staff
Barry Lee - Iroquois Mental Health Center Clinical Director
Vickie Love - Iroquois Mental Health Center Certified Recovery Support Specialist Case
Manager
Charles Cox - lllinois National Guard
Lori Mollema - Iroquois -Kankakee Regional Office of Education/Pledge for Life
Partnership - Life Education Center Director
Robin Allen - Iroquois County Public Health Department Director
Taylor Roche - Iroquois County Public Health Department Health Educator

IIl. JJC INFORMATION/GRANT UPDATES



A.

Iroquois County Opioid Coalition Update - Opioid Communication Campaign
The Iroquois County Opioid Coalition continues to work closely with both the Juvenile
Justice Council of Iroquois County and the Iroquois County Sheriff's Department on
numerous initiatives. A separate Opioid Coalition meeting will soon be scheduled.

lllinois Opioid Coalition Region #6 Board

King shared that the state has opioid settlement funds and an RFP has been put
together. We are hoping to have the opportunity to get some of this money here in
Iroquois County in the new year for a used syringe drop-off and clean syringe dispersal
program. We are wanting a person to be in charge of the program and are hoping that
Iroquois Memorial Hospital or Iroquois County Public Health Department can partner on
this.

IL MAR Grant Update

Sheriff Perzee stated that MAR (Medication Assisted Recovery) grant funds have
allowed them to hire a re-entry counselor for his STARR (Sheriff’'s Treatment and
Recovery/Reentry) program. He introduced Vickie Love (lroquois Mental Health
Center’s Certified Recovery Support Specialist Case Manager) as the individual who is
filling this role. They are still working out the details, but she will meet both one-on-one
in jail with inmates and then again post-release. They are hoping to hold inmates more
accountable by having them work with a counselor.

DFC (Drug-Free Communities) Grant Status

McTaggart shared that our current fiscal year began on September 30, 2024 and will end
on September 29, 2025. She stated that we are in the 5th year of our DFC grant and
are awaiting notice regarding our application for grant years 6-10. We hope to hear
soon, as we were given a mid-September date. We will share news as soon as we find
out.

McTaggart elaborated on the impact that the DFC grant under the ONDCP has had
nationwide, including:
e Up to 46% reductions in youth substance use
e 63 million Americans reached, including 5 million youth, across all 50 states, the
District of Columbia, and 3 U.S. territories
e More than 41,000 community members, including 9,000 youth, engaged in
prevention efforts
e $94 million federal investment in local communities generating over $200 million
in local resources
e Every $1 invested in substance use prevention yields an estimated $12 to $26 in
long-term savings

She reminded those present that prevention is not only effective, but also a smart and
sustainable investment. If implemented nationwide, these programs could:
e Delay or prevent substance use among 1.5 million youth



e Reduce binge drinking and smoking
e Generate more than $33 billion in lifetime savings - up to $98 billion when
accounting for improved quality of life

McTaggart also stated that the DFC serves diverse geographic communities, with 57%
of the coalitions serving rural and/or frontier areas, 41% serving suburban areas, and
27% serving urban and/or inner city areas. In fact, 1 in 5 Americans - including 1 in 5
youth - lived in a community with a DFC coalition in 2024.

McTaggart pointed out that our membership in CADCA (Community Anti-Drug Coalitions
of America) allows us to communicate with other coalitions across the country to share
ideas and solutions. It is like being a part of an even larger coalition.

McTaggart shared a slide that showed the JJC’s Core Outcomes Overview based on
data collected from the IYS (lllinois Youth Survey). These measures from the DFC
Support Program show that we are making a true difference in Iroquois County, but have
more work to do.
e Increase in prevalence of past 30 day Non-use of Alcohol, Tobacco, Marijuana
and Prescription Rx in both middle schools and high schools
e Increase in Perception of Risk/Harm of Use of Alcohol, Tobacco, Marijuana and
Prescription Rx in middle schools
Increase in Perception of Risk/harm of Alcohol and Marijuana in high schools
Decrease in Perception of Risk/harm of Tobacco and Prescription Rx in high
schools
e Increase of Parent/Guardian/Caregiver Disapproval of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Marijuana and Prescription Rx in middle schools
e Increase of Parent/Guardian/Caregiver Disapproval of Alcohol, Marijuana and
Prescription Rx in high schools
Decrease of Parent/Guardian/Caregiver Disapproval of Tobacco in high school
Increased Perception of Peer Disapproval of Tobacco and Marijuana in middle
schools
e Decreased Perception of Peer Disapproval of Alcohol and Prescription Rx in
middle schools
e Increased Perception of Peer Disapproval of Alcohol, Tobacco, Marijuana and
Prescription Rx in high schools

E. 501c3 Application and Other Funding Opportunities
The JJC continues to look into other funding opportunities in case we do not receive the
DFC grant. We are still planning to apply for 501c3 status to assist the coalition in
acquiring local monies. The JJC recently put together an impact page detailing who we
are and why our efforts are needed. This page was handed out to all present at the
meeting and can be used to help us secure future funding. McTaggart asked all to look
closely at the portion of the impact page focused on why our commitment is needed.
Iroquois County students reported past year alcohol, marijuana and/or nicotine (including



vaping) products usage higher than the state average. She said that we need to look at
why these students might be using substances. Of Iroquois County youth reporting
substance use, several students reported using substances to relax, feel better about
themselves or to fit in. Iroquois County youth reporting seriously considering suicide in
the past year was also higher than the state average. Iroquois County youth reporting in
the past year feeling so sad or hopeless almost every day for 2 weeks or more in a row
that they stopped doing some usual activities was also higher than the state average.
She noted that mental health plays a huge role in underage substance use.

lll. YOUTH PREVENTION EDUCATION UPDATES
A. Too Good for Drugs

Pree stated that the JUC’s 7th grade, 8th grade, and high school Too Good for Drugs
(TGFD) youth prevention education programming is being taught this school year in
Milford. St. John’s is teaching the 8th grade program and Cissna Park is implementing
the 7th and 8th grade curriculum. Donovan is teaching both the 8th grade and high
school programming. We have fewer schools this year, as St. Paul’s Lutheran School
and Christ Lutheran High School only do the program every other year, as they have
smaller class sizes and fewer staff to implement the program. Donovan’s 7th grade has
opted out of using the program this year, as they purchased a new SEL program that will
be taught in its place. She reminded members that I-KAN supplies this same
programming for the bigger schools in our county, including Central, Iroquois West and
Watseka. The TGFD program is being implemented by trained teachers in each school.
These educators will once again be given a $30 Amazon gift card as a thank you for
teaching this important curriculum.

B. Life Education Center programming
McTaggart reported that the JJC is continuing to partner with the Iroquois-Kankakee
Regional Office of Education and the Pledge for Life Partnership to bring Life Education
Center (LEC) youth prevention education to K-6™ grade students throughout Iroquois
County for the 2025-2026 school year. She announced that Brenda Wetzel retired as the
LEC director this summer and introduced Lori Mollema as the new director.

McTaggart reminded members that the JJC puts out a follow-up Facebook post letting
parents know that their children have received this prevention programming and that
they should check their backpacks for additional information, follow-up activities, and
contest(s).

V. COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN UPDATES
A. Updated JJC Brochures and Rx Safety Inserts
Pree shared that each LEC student is given the JJC’s tri-fold brochure and medication
safety insert. It is also handed out at area events. The pamphlet tells what the JJC and
its TIP the Scale campaign are all about. The brochure is in the process of being
updated, but we have been holding off on printing it until we find out if we will still have
the DFC grant and if we need to add any CDC information to it. Updates include:



inclusion of Ollie on the front cover, new I-KAN logo, TIP Tuesday Celebrity Feature,
more pics of LEC students and our Teen Mental Health PSA Contest winners, our new
no vaping/smoking park sign, etc.

The medication safety insert was updated in August 2024 and lists several current
medication disposal site locations in the county as well as helpful tips for safely handling
medicines.

B. Toilet Times
Pree informed members that the fall edition of the Toilet Times focuses on the basics of
teen mental health with an emphasis on reducing stigma. It also encourages
readers to seek help and utilize available resources, including healthy coping
strategies, such as the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, as well as QR code links to
virtual calming rooms and the How We Feel app. As usual, the Recovery Resource
QR code link is printed at the bottom of each issue. Pree noted that Iroquois Mental
Health Center had provided feedback on the bathroom reader’s content and the JJC’s
Communication Campaign Committee had been emailed a copy of the draft for their
input. A digital copy was shared with all in attendance. This publication hangs in all
junior/senior high school bathrooms and youth centers across the county, as well as at
the lroquois County Courthouse, Iroquois Mental Health Center, etc.

Content for the fall issue was discussed. A suggestion to spotlight continuing research
results on vaping harms and its effects on brain functioning and mood was shared.

C. WACC Connections Newsletter Ad
Pree stated that the JJC’s yearly membership in the Watseka Area Chamber of
Commerce includes 4 free quarterly ads in their Connections Newsletter that is emailed
out to all chamber members. Our July ad focused on our upcoming lroquois County Fair
activities, whereas the October ad will direct readers to our new Student Spotlight
initiative and recognize the businesses and agencies who have partnered with us on this
endeavor.

D. WGFA Hotline Interview
Kim Rabideau (Iroquois Mental Health Center Clinical Director) participated in the JJC’s
third WGFA Hotline Interview on July 10th. She spoke about how parents can work
together to keep teens safe during the summer months as well as some of the JJC’s
many activities planned for the Iroquois County Fair.

Darin Hartman (retired teacher and coach) took part in the JJC’s fourth and final WGFA
Hotline Interview for the current fiscal year on September 11th. He shared with listeners
how parents can best invest in and provide for their children.

E. TIP Radio Advertising



Pree stated that the JJC had four special radio PSAs running during certain months on
WGFA/The Buckle, WIQI/WHPO, and WVLI/WFAV/WIVR. These PSAs were as follows:
Red Ribbon Week (October), Alcohol Awareness Month (April - Jed Whitlow),
Graduation (May - Sherri Hendricks) and the Iroquois County Fair (July - Kira Ebert).
She thanked the three JJC members who had volunteered their time and voice talents to
assist in spreading our prevention messaging.

TIP the Scale Tuesday Celebrities on Facebook and WGFA/The Buckle

Pree reminded members how successful our TIP the Scale Tuesday Celebrity Facebook
posts have been in reaching more of the county’s population and spreading our
prevention messaging. To date, we have featured approximately 226 celebrities for their
efforts in our community. These local celebrities share a TIP (or advice) with area
families. Some of the individuals that we have recently featured/are scheduled to feature
include: Taylor Roche (ICPHD), Miguel Diaz Ramirez (Gilman Head Start), Taylor Cultra
(IWHS teacher), Sandy Potter (MHS secretary) and Clint Keigher (Parkside Farm
Stand).

We also post these celebrity TIPs on our TIPtheScale.org website. Many of our featured
celebrities record their TIPs to be played as PSA's on WGFA/The Buckle. Pree
reminded those in attendance that we welcome name suggestions for potential future
celebrities. She shared that our celebrity posts are scheduled through the end of
October 2025.

. Press Releases

Pree reminded members that we must submit at least four news releases each fiscal
year to act as match for our DFC grant. Although we only need 4, we will have
submitted 6 to the local newspapers by the end of the fiscal year. To date this fiscal
year, we have written and submitted news releases focused on Red Ribbon Week
Activities (October/November), Area Bullying Prevention Efforts (February), Teen Mental
Mental Health PSA Contest Winners Announcement (May), Summer in the Park
Kindness Activities (July) and Iroquois County Fair Activities (July). Our latest press
release will focus on our new Student Spotlight Initiative (September).

. Facebook Ads

Pree shared that the JJC had budgeted $130.00 for Facebook ads this fiscal year. She
noted that we only spent $129.59 of the budget because Facebook changed how our
ads are set up. We now have to specify how much money we want to spend advertising
each day instead of the total amount we wish to spend. This year’s 6 Facebook ads
were: Red Ribbon Week Door Decorating Contest ($25), Alcohol Awareness Month
($24.94), Prom TIPs for Parents ($24.95), Graduation ($25.00), Iroquois County Fair
Rock Hunt ($14.74) and Iroquois County Fair Where is Ollie? Contest ($14.96).

IWYFL Program Ad



Pree said that this year the JJC sponsored a new sports program ad. The ad is currently
running in the Iroquois West Youth Football League program. It includes several
football-related puns that encourage parents to talk with their children about the dangers
of underage drug/alcohol use.

Iroquois County Fair Games & Contests

McTaggart stated that the JUC’s annual Rock Hunt that took place during the Iroquois
County Fair continued to be a huge success. Kids were very excited to search high and
low throughout the fairgrounds for our Ollie rocks in order to receive a candy prize and
have their name added to our posted winner board. Next year we may want to consider
offering one “healthier” prize option in case a winner is diabetic or not allowed to
consume sugar.

McTaggart shared that her daughter Maddie acted as an unpaid summer intern for the
JJC. She helped to create a second fair contest for the JJC that was similar to a past
contest we hosted where fairgoers had to guess where the LEC’s mascot Harold the
Giraffe was pictured. Maddie brought back this contest using the JUC’s mascot Ollie the
Owl. She dressed in the Ollie the Owl costume and was photographed at parks around
the county which are displaying our smoking/vaping prevention signs. This year’s
fairgoers were challenged to guess which parks Ollie was pictured at in each day of the
Where is Ollie? Contest. McTaggart noted how many amazing parks Iroquois County
has. She mentioned how excited families were to receive their prize of waterpark tickets
which had been generously donated by WGFA/The Buckle radio stations.

McTaggart reminded members that the JJC strives to create healthy alternative activities
for youth. Many kids stay in campers throughout the week at the fair and are constantly
looking for things to do. Thus, the JJC provided a different game at our booth each day

and handed out Ollie tattoos, stickers and bracelets to any kids who took part.

Pree shared that the JJC’s pizza cutters were a hit in luring visitors to our fairbooth.
Many have commented how well they work for cutting many different food items and
easily pull apart for cleaning after use.

. Local LEC Billboard Design Winner

McTaggart reminded members that the JJC partners with I-KAN and the Pledge for Life
Partnership to provide Life Education Center programming for schools in Iroquois
County. McTaggart teaches these lessons and encourages the students to take part in
the annual billboard design contest. She asked Mollema to share the exciting details
about our local Life Education Center’s Billboard Design Contest winner. Mollema stated
that the contest is open to hundreds of fifth and sixth graders in both Iroquois and
Kankakee Counties. The contest provides a way to continue the prevention message
after lesson implementation. High school students who serve on the PfL’s Advisory
Council choose the winner each year. The chosen winner from this past school year is
Quinn Butzow from Watseka Junior High School. She was in Mrs. O’Brien’s classroom



last year. Her winning design is currently being displayed on a billboard in Kankakee
County. The JJC will fund displaying the billboard here in Iroquois County in October. It
will be located along the highway between Crescent City and Watseka, near the old Sea
Sprite Factory. Congrats to Quinn on her winning design and helping to spread an
important prevention message to the community!

. Student Spotlight Feature

Pree shared that our Student Spotlight feature is set to begin next week. Each
Wednesday we will feature one junior or senior high school student on both the JJC’s
Facebook page and website. Junior and Senior high school principals were asked to
nominate one student this fall semester who is making good choices and having a
positive impact on their school and community. Principals will be asked for a second
nomination for the spring semester. So far we have received about half of the
nominations. Some principals are wanting a little more time to get to know the students
this school year before choosing their nominee.

What is the premise behind the Student Spotlight initiative? Too often teens believe
falsehoods about what will make them “cool” or have misconceptions about how many of
their peers are using substances. Studies have shown highlighting youth for making
good choices is an effective underage substance use prevention method. The JJC is
hoping Student Spotlight will encourage and empower teens to make healthy choices
and create a ripple effect. We are very excited to honor these students who have
exceptional attitude, character and citizenship. These students will be celebrated as
SHINING examples who LIGHT the way for others to follow.

Recognized students will each receive an award certificate, as well as gift certificates
donated by the following area businesses: Casey'’s, Cissna Park DQ, CJ’s Boutique &
Coffee Shop, Front Porch Cafe inside The Gathering, Luke’s One Stop, Monical’s Pizza,
Onarga Theater, Pizza Palace, Steak ‘n Shake and Woodby’s. The JJC also plans to
award some JJC swag to each winner. The meeting reminder email asked area
agencies if they would like to join in this initiative and contribute items as well to show
the students that we are all proud of them. Iroquois Memorial Hospital brought in clear
stadium bags as a donation. IL State Representative Jason Bunting’s office will
contribute drawstring bags to hold the prizes. Several other agencies noted that they
plan to contribute as well. The logos of these partnering agencies will all be added to
the graphic accompanying each Student Spotlight post.

. Upcoming Harvest Daze Activity

The JJC has once again been asked to help sponsor the Kidz Zone during Harvest Daze
in Watseka on October 4th and 5th. We have designed a coloring contest entry page for
their annual coloring contest. We are needing volunteers to help with two shifts on
Saturday, October 4th. Please let us know if you are available and willing to volunteer
that day either with crazy paper hat making or rock painting.



N. Red Ribbon Week Door Decorating Contest
McTaggart stated that Red Ribbon Week (a drug prevention holiday) takes place every
year October 23-31. This year’s theme is Life is a puzzle. Solve it drug free.
Last year the JJC sponsored a RRW Door Decorating Contest in Iroquois County. It had
four categories: home, business, classroom and organization. Our entry numbers had
not been as large as we had hoped. She asked those in attendance if they thought that
we should host this contest again this year. After discussion it was decided that the JJC
should continue to offer this contest again and hope that the number of entries increases
with it being the second year. The JJC would again help to supply the prizes.

O. Red Ribbon Week Coloring Contest
McTaggart noted that we are once again partnering with I-KAN and PfL to sponsor a
coloring contest for this holiday. We help to promote the event both online and at schools
during LEC lessons. We also help ensure that entries are picked up and received in
time from all of the schools.

P. Website
McTaggart stated that our TIPtheScale.org website that was created years ago is not
secure and is now being charged more money because it is outdated. The company
that created our original website would be very costly to contract with on these matters.
We are looking for a platform that is more user-friendly as well. Our current website
requires quite a bit of knowledge and coding compared to the platforms that are
available now. We are needing to utilize a secure, cost-effective website builder
platform. Members present shared what platforms their agencies have used to create
their websites and offered their recommendations. Pree suggested that we hire an
intern to help set up our new website and move everything over from the older platform
in a timely manner. Those present thought this would be a good use of funds.

Q. New Ideas????
McTaggart asked for ideas on how we should be reaching parents. The group discussed
partnering with I-KAN and the PfL more moving forward.

VI. YOUTH GROUPS/ACTIVITIES
A. Summer in the Park
McTaggart shared that the JJC was once again actively involved in the Summer in the
Park program that is open to students in the Iroquois West School District. She pointed
out that this program provides a safe place for youth to hang out with friends and receive
some education, too. The JJC hosted three days of this program this summer all based
on kindness.

On June 18th, we partnered with the Iroquois County Sheriff's Department for an SIP is
Rocking Kindness Day. Students could meet and play golf with Sheriff Perzee and then
take part in a show and tell of police equipment with his deputies. The JJC painted


http://tipthescale.org/

rocks with students that the students could take home and hide in their community to
bring joy to others and hopefully create a ripple effect.

On June 24th, the JJC hosted a Summer Fun Day. Students could rotate through
stations of various games/activities. Youth practiced kindness while playing that day and
could be heard taking turns and encouraging one another.

On July 1st, the JJC partnered with Harbor House to offer a Kites of Kindness
experience. Students had the opportunity to decorate kites and fly them. You could see
and hear the kids helping one another throughout the entire morning. Not only were the
students kind to one another, they were also kind to their bodies and minds as they
exercised by getting their kites to take flight on a sunny day. The JJC and Harbor House
challenged students to keep sharing kindness wherever they go and to enjoy the kites at
home with their families.

B. WACC Business Education Partnership and You Program
McTaggart reminded the JJC that we had previously been paired with Ms. Law’s 5th
Grade Class at Glenn Raymond School through the Business Education Partnership and
You initiative offered by the Watseka Area Chamber of Commerce. She stated that this
year we have been partnered with Kayla Thomas and her first grade class at Glenn
Raymond. Mrs. Thomas has requested that we focus on SEL (Social Emotional
Learning) during our time together. Our first visit is scheduled for the afternoon of
October 9th. We plan to form a classroom coalition this year and focus on mental health
and the importance of making good choices. We will work on healthy coping strategies,
kindness, and working together.

C. Lunchtime Trivia for Red Ribbon Week
McTaggart said that we are planning to again visit all area junior high schools during the
month of October to provide a trivia activity (focused on Red Ribbon Week and underage
drug/alcohol prevention), game, and prizes. King volunteered JJC funds to purchase
candy as a prize option for the activity.

VIl. OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
A. 2026 lllinois Youth Survey

McTaggart reminded members that the lllinois Youth Survey (through the U of | CPRD)
takes place every other year. 8th, 10th, and 12th graders will be completing this survey
in February and March of 2026. It is a self-report survey designed to gather information
about a variety of health and social indicators including substance use and perceptions,
bullying, school climate, nutrition and physical activity. The results of this survey help to
identify needs and promote student health by providing school, county-wide and state
data. This information can be instrumental in securing grants. |-KAN gets the schools
signed up for the survey and helps facilitate it if needed. The survey is completely done
online now.




B. School Policy Changes Regarding Vaping
McTaggart noted that the trend is to offer an alternative to school suspension for
students being caught vaping/smoking. She noted that vaping is extremely addictive
and teens are being targeted by vape companies. When these students are suspended,
they are often unsupervised at home (which for some is an unsafe environment) and
have the opportunity to vape more. Teens may need help to quit and a safe environment
to do so.

Barb King had sent an email to school officials and counselors encouraging them to
consider changing their school policies to educate and support teens who have been
caught vaping in addition to punitive measures. This email contained links to such
programs that schools can research and hopefully choose an option that will work best
for their students based on cost, staff time constraints, etc.

Taylor Roche from the Iroquois County Public Health Department recently reached out to
the JJC regarding this matter. ICPHD has funds to purchase the N.O.T. cessation
program that is part of the American Lung Association’s INDEPTH program. Roche is
willing and able to implement this alternative program at schools in Iroquois County. On
September 16th, Roche, McTaggart and Pree met with Watseka High School Principal
Kyle Neuvills to discuss the viability of the program and the possibility of using it in
schools. Mr. Nevills is working out the details and contacting more principals. We are
moving forward and excited to partner with ICPHD to make this a reality for area
students.

C. Toxic Stress and Trauma Training for HS Students
McTaggart stated that the JJC’s training video for high school students on burnout
prevention and stress management is still a work in progress. We planned to develop a
video recording (one hour in length) on this topic so that schools can show it to their
students on whatever day/time works best for them, as it is too costly and
time-consuming to bring students all together for such an assembly/presentation. The
important points covered in the video will be: What is Stress?, Positive and Negative
Effects of Stress, Importance of Understanding Stress, Causes of Stress, Healthy
Coping Strategies, Avoiding Fake Fixes (Drugs/Alcohol, Over-gaming, and Excessive
Social Media Use), Signs and Prevention of Burnout, and Resources for Help. She
noted that we have not had time to move forward with any details yet, but are willing to
meet with anyone who is willing to help.

A suggestion was made to break the video into shorter segments, as such a format
might work better with youth’s shortened attention spans. Perhaps each point could be
its own short video followed by an activity. Harbor House volunteered to help with any
information needed regarding healthy relationships for the training video.

VIl. AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENTS



A. Juvenile Justice Council (Barb King) - King shared that the Cissna Park United
Methodist Church is once again hosting a Christmas Shop at The Barn at Double K
Ranch in Cissna Park on December 6th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Donations of nice
items - excluding furniture - will be collected for this event starting in October. Everyone
is invited to “shop” for Christmas gifts or other items they need in their homes but cannot
afford. They will also have teacher gifts for children to give their teachers for the
holidays. All items are FREE of charge. She asked that members please share this
information with their clients and donate themselves if possible.

B. Birth to Five lllinois (Liz Gibson) - Birth to Five has a new mental health behavior
recommendation. They are willing to help promote and ensure that families and children
have the information they need by co-branding their resources.

C. State Representative Jason Bunting’s Office (Kira Ebert) - State Representative
Bunting’s Office is gearing up for harvest. The fall session will begin two weeks in
October. Ebert joined United Way’s Board of Directors. She reminded members that
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is available in lroquois County and provides a free
book each month to kids 0-5 years of age. To date, 450 children have signed up to take
part in this program in Iroquois County. She encouraged all present to help spread the
news.

D. Harbor House (Taylor) - Harbor House has many exciting events planned for Domestic
Violence Month in October. They have free Harbor House DVAM yard signs available.
Taylor quickly spoke about several of the events and promised to email a full itinerary to
King to share with JUC members. Here is a list of some of the events mentioned which
can be registered for at linktr.ee/HHDVAM.

1. Trolls Family Movie Night - October 1 at 6:00 p.m. | Paramount Theater in
Kankakee

2. Play for a Purpose Adult Field Day - October 5 at 11:30 a.m. | The Grove in
Bourbonnais

3. No Days Off Webinar: How Domestic Violence Shows Up at Work and What to
Do About It - October 9 at 12:00 p.m.

4. Supporter Social - October 10 at 5:00 p.m. | Harbor House Resale Shoppe in
Watseka

5. Little Spot of Emotion Workshop - October 14/15 at 10:00 a.m. | Watseka Public

Library

Purple Thursday - October 16

Their Story - October 16 at 6:00 p.m. | Trinity Church in Watseka

Pets for Prevention Facebook Contest - October 20

Candlelight Vigil - October 23 at 6:30 p.m. | Kankakee County Courthouse

0. Domestic Violence Fatality Review in lllinois Webinar: Lessons from the Five

Pioneer Sites and Beyond - October 28 at 12:00 p.m.

20N

Taylor also shared that they are ready to partner with the JJC to host another Bowling


http://linktr.ee/HHDVAM

Against Bullying event in February for Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. A
member shared Lucky Lanes Bowling Alley in Iroquois is currently closed and that we
will most likely need to find a new activity to mark the occasion and another location to
hold the event in Iroquois County.

E. Jed Whitlow - Whitlow reminded all in attendance that everyone’s coping skills are
different and that teen brains are not fully developed. He stressed how important it is for
all to realize this as we go into schools and work with youth.

F. National Guard (Chase Cox) - Cox is just getting back from his deployment in April.
Their fiscal year ends this month and he will soon find out what new things he is able to
assist with in the new fiscal year. Everyone present thanked Cox for his service.

G. Iroquois Memorial Hospital (Mary Kay Lavicka) - IMH has a new third generation
orthopaedic surgeon working Monday-Friday. Dr. Taylor (formerly of Westwood OB) will
start at IMH in two weeks. IMH has a new full Board of Trustees which includes Kira
Ebert.

IX. MEETING ADJOURNED

Barb King thanked all for taking part this morning. After discussion regarding present members’
availability, it was decided that our next meeting will take place on Friday, December 12th from
10:00 a.m. to noon in the same location. She reminded members that both full JJC and
committee meeting minutes will continue to be shared via email. Full JJC meeting minutes are
also posted on the TIPtheScale.org website.

Meeting adjourned.



